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Sumter’s Census 2020 efforts in final stretch 
Before you know it, the 2020 Census will be here to count the 

residents of Sumter County, South Carolina. 

And everyone else in the United States of America. 

As mandated by the U.S. Constitution, our country has to conduct 

a population 

count every 10 

years. The data 

that’s collected 

will determine 

the number of 

seats each state 

has in the U.S. 

House of Repre-

sentatives. 

For us in Sumter 

County, each 

person counted 

equals about 

$1,500 in feder-

al assistance 

through trans-

portation and 

infrastructure investments, along with education upgrades and 

healthcare funding. 

Much planning has gone on already, as initial meetings about the 

2020 Census took place in the fall of 2018. Soon thereafter, a 

Complete Count Committee was formed, with Bonnie Disney 

and the Rev. James Blassingame serving as Committee Co-

Chairs with Carolina Cruz also serving as Hispanic Advisor. 

A website -- https://www.sumtercensus.com/ -- has been estab-

lished, and provides all the information Sumter County residents 

might need to better understand Census 2020. 

The CCC met on Dec. 10, 2019, to discuss plans for January 

2020 and the timeline 

leading up to Census 

Day on April 1, 2020.  

Matthew Morse told the 

group about how the 

brunt of the media and 

marketing efforts will 

start rolling out next 

year. Rack cards will be 

distributed, as will T-

shirts and stickers. Vari-

ous advertising cam-

paigns are planned for 

January, he said, with 

both traditional media 

outlets and on social 

media.  

Jason Stoddard 

said numerous civic organizations have been reached through 

presentations, and he got tremendous feedback at the Chamber’s 

Military Appreciation Picnic as well as during the Veterans Day 

parade and program.  

“The Veterans Day parade was huge,” he said. “We had really 

good engagement with folks.”                        (See CENSUS, Page 2 )                                                          

  Members of Sumter’s CCC met on Dec. 10, 2019, at the City Centre to discuss the 2020 Census timeline.  

Spanish professor serving as 

Hispanic and Latino Advisor 
No habla ingles? No hay problema. 

(If you don’t speak English, there’s not a problem.) 

In an effort to reach as many Sumter County residents as 

possible – and to reach folks who have been historically un-

der-counted – a Spanish professor is serving as a co-chair of 

Sumter’s Complete Count Committee and as the Hispanic/

Latino Advisor. 

See CRUZ, Page 3 

Carolina Cruz, far left, sits with the Rev. James Blassingame and Bonnie Disney during a meeting.  

https://www.sumtercensus.com/


CENSUS, from Page 1 

He plans on speaking next year to the Morris College Honors 

Program, he said. 

Robin Mills of the Military Committee said Census banners will 

be placed on Shaw Air Force Base in areas of high visibility and 

foot traffic, and posters will be placed in common areas as well. 

Jeanie Crotts of the Senior Services Committee said she’s spoken 

to several groups about the Census and plans to set up a refresher 

course for seniors on computers. 

The upcoming Greater Sumter Chamber of Commerce Retreat 

has seen the most robust registration period in the last 10 years, 

said Chris Hardy. Stoddard is slated to give a presentation about 

the Census. 

Hardy also said the Industrial Association has gotten involved, 

and he said it’s possible to tie-in the Rub ‘O the Green Golf 

Tournament in March with the Census to promote the count lo-

cally. 

In rural areas of Sumter County, Selena Ruth Smith said she’s 

had success reaching folks at community centers, Bingo games 

and even found herself talking about the Census when people 

were gathered to make beef jerky. 

“Just talking to people and getting the Census drummed up,” she 

said. 

At the end of the Dec. 10 meeting, Disney thanked Stoddard for 

all the work he’s done in promoting the upcoming Census. 

“Without you, we wouldn’t be this far along,” she said. “And all 
of you contribute to this … And the success of the Sumter Cen-
sus is because of you.” 

Sheriff’s Office Investigator finds solace in science 

In middle school, Derron Solomon was 

floundering in science. 

A substitute teacher at Bates Middle 

School told him some makeup work could 

bring his grade from a D to an A. 

“The first time I fell in love with science 

was my eighth grade year,” Solomon said, 

when he was poring over his lessons to 

improve his grades. 

Suddenly, “something just clicked,” he 

said. 

“Ever since then I’ve been getting straight 

A’s in science.” 

A Sumter native, Solomon is now a Crime 

Scene Investigator with the Sumter County 

Sheriff’s Office, and uses science in a vari-

ety of ways to help solve cases.  

Sumter County Sheriff Anthony Dennis 

said Solomon has the right blend of educa-

tion, local knowledge, people skills and 

dedication to his hometown. 

“Investigator Solomon is a motivated dep-

uty who is dependable with his official 
duties inside the crime lab as well as a 
reliable team player who assists his fellow 
deputies on the road when he can,” Dennis 
said. “I definitely see more years of suc-

cess in his career based on his current 
work ethic and attitude.”                        
After graduating from Sumter High School 
in 2007, Solomon earned a Bachelor of 

Science degree in biology from Morris 
College. Law enforcement really wasn’t on 

his radar, 
though, and he 
applied for 
jobs at doc-

tors’ offices, 
when his late 
mother Gloria 
prodded him 
to consider 

aiming for a 
job in the Sumter County Sheriff’s Office 
lab.                                                            
At the time, Sheriff Anthony Dennis had 
hired a chemist, but Sgt. Perry Tiller and 

others urged Solomon to apply for a job as 
a deputy. At one point, Solomon wanted to 
follow in the footsteps of his famous uncle, 
the late Freddie Solomon. 

After winning a state championship at 

Sumter High School in 1970, Freddie Sol-

omon played 11 

years in the NFL, 

and won two 

Super Bowls with 

the San Francisco 

49ers.  

For Derron Solo-

mon, though, a 

football career just wasn’t in the cards. 

Nonetheless, he was well on his way to 

following in his uncle’s path, just in a dif-

ferent way. 

After Freddie Solomon’s time on the foot-

ball field, the University of Tampa alum  

                      (See SOLOMON, Page 4) 
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Serving your community on boards, commissions 
 Sumter County needs you. 

A number of volunteer boards and commissions need good peo-

ple who are interested in giving back to their community. 

After a recent County Council meeting, Councilman Eugene 

Baten said he would like to see more people of color and more 

women serving on boards. 

“We want these positions to be reflective of our community,” he 

said.  

People who serve on boards and commission say their volunteer 

service is very rewarding and has helped in their personal growth. 

Blandia Johnson has served on the Housing Authority Board for 

four years. As a Housing Authority resident, her perspective is 

unique and has made her appreciate how the entire process 

works. 

“I do it because I want to see the community taken care of and 

want to see more housing available,” she said. 

Serving on the Housing Authority Board “is one of the best 

things I have ever gotten on,” she said, and has afforded her the 

chance to understand federal programs and how they integrate 

locally. 

“And I learn more and more every time I go to a meeting,” she 

said. “God has blessed me and I can give them positive things 

about what is going on.” 

Johnson said she’s “very proud” to serve on the board. 

“It’s a good feeling to see the progress we have made in our com-

munity,” she said. 

Jay Davis has served on a number of boards over the years and 

currently sits on the Development Board, the Santee-Lynches 

Council of Governments board and also serves as Vice-Chairman 

of TheLINK, which is the economic development alliance be-

tween Sumter and Lee counties. 

“I think number one – it’s an awesome way to give back and to 

have a voice in how we shape the community,” he said. 

From his perspective as a business person in the private sector, 

serving on boards has helped give him the chance “to see both 

sides,” he said. 

“You’re able to see an issue from the City (of Sumter) and Coun-

ty (Government) perspective, not just from the public viewpoint,” 

he said. 

Being a successful board or commission member also means one 

should have a passion for the topic at hand. 

“For me, economic development is a passion because it raises 

income for everybody,” he said. “We really do need good people 

on these boards and commissions.” 

Clerk to Council Mary Blanding said it’s good to have applica-

tions on hand even if there’s no current board openings, because 

when a seat opens up, council members need qualified candidates 

to choose from. 

To get an application to serve on a board, visit http://

www.sumtercountysc.org/document_center/I%20want%20to/

Volunteer%20Forrm%202013.pdf  

CRUZ, from Page 1 

Carolina Cruz is a senior instructor of 

Spanish at USC- Sumter, and adjunct pro-

fessor at USC in Columbia and the Darla 

Moore School of Business. She also teach-

es online courses for Columbia College, 

where she was tasked in helping shape the 

curriculum. 

She earned a Bachelor’s degree in Spanish 

and a Master’s degree in Hispanic Litera-

ture from USC, so she has come a long 

way considering where she was in the ear-

ly 1990s when she moved to the United 

States. 

“I came to the states not knowing a word 

of English,” she said. 

Cruz was born in Monterrey, Mexico, and 

was raised in Guadalajara, among the most 

populous cities in Mexico. 

“I’m a city girl,” she said, laughing. 

Last fall Cruz was invited to attend a na-

tional Census conference in Savannah, 

Georgia, specifically for Hispanic and La-

tino advisors and how to better reach a 

segment of the population that has been 

historically under-counted. 

One key takeaway was becoming “a trust-

ed voice” in the community so folks that 

might be fearful of Census workers in a 

politically divided time would trust them 

to give them simple information knowing 

there’s no reprisal. 

“If they see me as a trusted voice, with the 

same skin color, hopefully they will open 

up and talk to us,” she said. 

Something she’s already learned about 

Sumter County’s Latino and Hispanic resi-

dents – many are Guatemalans who speak 

indigenous dialects. 

“So we’re trying to figure out how to reach 

them,” she said.  

Cruz realizes the importance of ensuring 

everyone in the community is counted and 

wants to make sure our Hispanic and Lati-

no neighbors aren’t left out. 

“We’re trying to educate people as far as 
this being safe and the benefits that the 
Census count bring and make sure we do 
the right count,” she said. “And the bene-

fits brought by the right count will be a 
benefit to our community in general – to 
everybody.” 

http://www.sumtercountysc.org/document_center/I%20want%20to/Volunteer%20Forrm%202013.pdf
http://www.sumtercountysc.org/document_center/I%20want%20to/Volunteer%20Forrm%202013.pdf
http://www.sumtercountysc.org/document_center/I%20want%20to/Volunteer%20Forrm%202013.pdf


SOLOMON, from Page 2 

ended up back in Florida, and served with     

the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office 

for two decades. Freddie Solomon worked 

in community relations, helping with back-

to-school events, Christmas programs, 

Family Fun Days, and hosted football 

camps and clinics for area kids. 

“When I was growing up, my uncle was 

always my inspiration,” Derron Solomon 

said. “And my Dad as well.” 

His father Roger Solomon always said to 

have a backup plan. 

“He told me: ‘If you’re going to be a depu-

ty, be focused, and be all in. Be a man of 

your word.’ And so many doors have 

opened for me since I started working 

here,” Derron Solomon said. 

His career with the Sumter County Sher-

iff’s Office began in November 2013, and 

like all rookie deputies, he spent time with             

a Field Training Officer (FTO) to learn-

firsthand what each division does on a 

daily basis. 

In July 2014, he was promoted to Crime 

Scene Investigations and Evidence. Each 

day is different, but the collection of evi-

dence and documenting a crime scene in-

volves a strict protocol meant to give pros-

ecutors a full and complete account of an 

incident. 

He might collect fibers or fingerprints at a 

scene. Numerous photos will be taken and 

maybe he’ll make some measurements, 

depending on the nature of the crime sce-

ne. 

When asked what the best part about his 

job is, Solomon is quick to reply.  

“Helping people,” he said. 

He’s also helped himself on his career 

path, and earned a Master’s Degree in Le-

gal Studies from St. Leo’s University in 

2015. Working hard and getting ahead is 

just part of who he is. 

“Knowing you’re doing something good,” 

he said. “Knowing your work is not going 

unnoticed.” 

During his free time, his daughter Imani, 

11, and son Karter, 6, bring him joy, espe-

cially after a long day at work. 

“I wouldn’t trade it for the world – seeing 

them smile is everything,” he said. 

In his hometown, what he appreciates the 

most about Sumter are the people. 

“The culture. The atmosphere,” he said. 
“Growing up here and being around family 
and friends. The people I’ve met – there’s 
no place like home.” 

Sumter County partners with Waste Management 

for new Solid Waste Collection Service in 2020  
Effective January 2020, Sumter County will transition from Re-

public Services to a new solid waste collection provider, Waste 

Management of South Carolina. Waste Management will proudly 

provide the unincorporated areas of Sumter County automated 

cart services for convenient curbside waste collection.  

Waste Management has been a fixture in the Sumter County area 

for many years and, according to local management, is looking 

forward to serving the citizens. “We are very excited to collabo-

rate with Sumter residents on this new endeavor and plan to pro-

vide the residents with first-class, reliable and courteous service,” 

said Frasier Saunders, WM Sumter Senior District Manager.  

As part of the partnership, unincorporated Sumter County resi-

dents will receive a green 96-gallon cart on wheels.  

“All unincorporated residents need to call Waste Management to 

ensure a seamless transition. Each resident that subscribes for 

waste service will receive one new green cart.” Miller said costs 

for service will include the cart, but if residents do not sign up 

within the first 90 days between, January 1 and March 30, 2020, 

there will be a one-time cart delivery fee of $50.  

To begin service, Miller recommends contacting the Waste Man-

agement Customer Care team Monday through Friday between 

7:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Potential customers can also contact WM 

by calling (803) 735-0808 or toll-free (888) 964-9730; email at 

southatlantic-cs@wm.com or live chat at www.wm.com.  

Cart deliveries began in December 2019 and collection will occur 
the first week of January 2020. Once residents have signed up 

with WM for collection services, they will receive additional 
information about the transition including what day of the week 
they will be serviced.  

mailto:southatlantic-cs@wm.com
http://www.wm.com


January happenings in Sumter, South Carolina  

Jan. 4  Basketball Jamboree at Haynsworth Street Gym 

begins at 8:30 a.m. (155 Haynsworth St.) 

At 3 p.m., Sumter County 

Library’s Reading Buddies: 

come read with a certified 

therapy dog and take him or 

her on an adventure! (111 

N. Harvin St.) And at 3:30 

p.m. there’s Saturday Crafternoon in The Make Station 

Jan. 10  ‘A Blue Campaign Day’ will raise awareness of human trafficking so please wear 

blue and join us at 11 a.m. for a ceremony on the lawn of the Sumter County Courthouse (141 

N. Main St. 

Jan. 14  Wesmark Book Club meets at 3:30 p.m. at the Wesmark Branch Library (180 W. 

Wesmark Blvd.) and County Council meets at 6 p.m. in Council Chambers, third floor of the 

Sumter County Courthouse 

Jan. 20  Martin Luther King Jr. holiday, offices of Sumter County Government closed 

Jan. 21  The Knit and Stitch Sewing Group invites fans of knitting, crocheting, embroidery, 

etc. to join us to learn from each other and enjoy fellow stitchers at the Wesmark Library at 10 

a.m.  

Jan. 23  ‘Letters from Anne and Martin’ at Temple Sinai Jewish 

History Center at 5:30 p.m. This free performance combines the 

voices of Anne Frank and the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and after 

that, the ‘Anne Frank: 

Private Photo Album’ ex-

hibit will have an open-

ing reception. (11 Church 

St.) 

Jan. 28  Detox – Relax 

with Colors at Wesmark 

Library and unwind with 

soft music and a relaxing 

session of coloring for 

adults at 3:30 p.m. (180 W. Wesmark Blvd.) and County Council meets at 6 p.m.  

Jan. 30  Last day to register for the Presidential Preference Primary  


